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corner of the shop, and whispering, as if he was
afraid any one should hear, what he desired every
one should know, he makes them this formal speech,
with not one word of truth in it.

Madam, says he, I can indeed show you some
very fine French silks ; but your ladyship knows
there is some hazard in that part of our business;
and we dare not show them publicly in our shop ;
besides, very few ladies will go to the price of them;
but I dare so far depend upon your ladyship's honour
that you will not do me any injury if you should
not buy.

He invites them then into an inner-shop, or per-
haps up-stairs into his dining-room, and there he
goes on with the cheat.

It is to be observed that this is an original false-
hood in fact; for the French silks are by him sup-
posed to be run, or smuggled, and got on shore
without paying duties ; so that he is liable to be in-
formed against and have the goods seized. Whereas
the goods come no more from France, than the
mercer.

The ladies, taken with this bite, follow the mer-
cer into his retreat; and there he produces the ex>
traordinaries he pretends to. The ladies are sur-
prised with the silks, that's the first article ; for they
are really fine, rich, new, charming in every respect,
and well worth not their liking only, but admiring.
The first question the ladies ask, is, if they are
really French ? The mercer makes no scruple to
affirm they are; and that perhaps very solemnly ;
but fails not to add another black article; French!
yes, madam, your ladyship may depend upon it they
are French; we can make no such things as these
in England. There are two direct falsehoods, by
way of preliminary, besides laying a scandal upon
his country, as if we were not able to come up to the